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Pealkiri / Headline 

 

R: varsti saab kool `läbi ka=vä.  FPP 

    will the school be over soon 

C:→KUS TA `LÄBI SAAB KURA[T.=h] SPP 

     where / how the hell will it be over 

 



Data 

• Audio-recordings 

• Telephone conversations 

• The Corpus of Spoken Estonian of 
University of Tartu 

 



Research aspects 

• the design of yes/no question 

preceding kus-answer turn 

• the design of kus-answer turn 

• the sequential position of kus-answer 

• the reaction to kus-answer 

• the epistemics of the question-answer 

sequence 

 



kus-interrogative as a FPP 

 

C: õ ja kus Tartus=see, see Ordi esindus asub. 

     um and where in Tartu is the Ordi shop 

     (0.9)  

R: > Juuli kuus tsee, < Kaubahalli kõrval.  

      Juuli 6C, next to Kaubahall 

      (0.4)  

C: aa,  

   oh 

 



kus-interrogative as a SPP 
Excerpt 1 

 

11 R: =varsti saab   kool  läbi ka=vä. 

      will the school soon be over. 

→12 C:.hhhh (0.4) KUS  TA LÄBI  SAAB   KURA[T.=h] 

      .hhhh (0.4) where / how the hell will it be over.=h 

13 R:                                   [ku=palju=sul] veel=on.  

                            how much (time) do you have left. 

14    (0.6) 

15 C: sa mõtled misasja, tänavaastaseks või ültse.  

      you mean what, for this year or overall. 

16 R: ültse. 

      overall. 

17 C: .hhhh (0.3) ültse üle poole on veel, pool vähemalt kui mitte  

      .hhhh (0.3) overall there is more than half of the 

      time left,  

18    [rohkem.] 

     if not more. 

 



Analysis 

- Recipient has firsthand access to 
information 

- Recipient treats yes/no question as 

   unaskable 

- kus-answer is designed as reversed 
polarity question 

- kus-answer does not close the question-
answer sequence 

- Epistemic incongruency causes 
problems in the flow of conversation 

 

 

 

 

 



kus-interrogative as a SPP 

Excerpt 2 

 

24 D: .hhhh aga kas venna ei saa tasuta elistada sealt.=h 

      .hh but doesn’t brother get to call for free from there.=h 

→25 M: ei tasuta ei saa kus ta tasuta saab. 

  no for free he can’t (call) where/how could he do it for free. 

26    (0.4)  

27 D: * mmh * tal oli seal So- Soome  piires ta saab. 

       mmh he had there within Finland he can. 

28    (1.5)  

29 M: Soome piiris jah aga e-e ega mobiili pealt elistad kõik ju  

    within Finland yes but when you’re calling from mobile phone  

30  kõik maksab. 

    everything costs. 

 



Conclusions 

kus-interrogatives in second position: 

• function as disconfirming answers 

• are designed as reversed polarity question  

• convey assertions and at the same time 

they challenge the relevance of yes/no 

questions 

• dispute the askability of prior question 

• imply that the speakers’ epistemic stances 

are incomatible  

• do not close the question-answer sequence 
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